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CenterLines is the bi-weekly electronic news bulletin of the National Center for Bicycling & Walking. 

CenterLines is our way of quickly delivering news and information you can use to create more walkable and 

bicycle-friendly communities.  

 
  

Go to www.BCWalks.com!   

 
  

Check out these websites for Bike & Pedestrian Information!  

  
https://www.facebook.com/coexistnys/ and https://www.youtube.com/user/CoexistNYS  or 

www.capitalcoexist.org  

  

Take a look at the National Center for Bicycling & Walking's newsletter,  
CenterLines .     You can also arrange to have it emailed directly to you.       

See   http://www.bikewalk.org/newsletter.ph p .   
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Most small SUVs earn top ratings for pedestrian crash prevention in new test program 

ARLINGTON, Va. — Reducing pedestrian crashes is the goal of new Insurance Institute for Highway 

Safety ratings of automatic emergency braking systems that can detect and brake for people on foot. In 

the first tests of 2018–19 vehicles with this crash avoidance feature, 9 of 11 small SUVs evaluated earn 

an advanced or superior rating for pedestrian crash prevention. 

The 2018–19 Honda CR-V, 2019 Subaru Forester, 2019 Toyota RAV4 and 2019 Volvo XC40 earn the 

highest rating of superior. Five models earn an advanced rating. They are the 2019 Chevrolet Equinox, 

2018–19 Hyundai Kona, 2019 Kia Sportage, 2018–19 Mazda CX-5 and 2019 Nissan Rogue. The 2019 

Mitsubishi Outlander is rated basic, and the 2018–19 BMW X1 doesn’t receive any credit for a rating. 

Pedestrian detection is standard on the Forester, RAV4, Rogue, X1 and XC40. 

The ratings come amid renewed focus on the problem of crashes involving pedestrians. Pedestrian 

deaths have risen 45 percent since reaching their lowest point in 2009. In 2017, 5,977 pedestrians died in 

crashes in the U.S., down 2 percent from 2016, which marked the most deaths since 1990. 

Automatic emergency braking systems that can detect and brake for pedestrians are one important 

countermeasure to address the problem. A 2018 Highway Loss Data Institute analysis found that Subaru’s 

EyeSight system with pedestrian detection cut the rate of likely pedestrian-related insurance claims by 35 

percent, compared with the same vehicles without the system. 

In general, pedestrian detection systems use a forward-facing mono camera or stereo cameras mounted 

near the rearview mirror plus radar sensors in the front grille to continuously scan the roadway and horizon 

for pedestrians and, in some cases, bicyclists or animals, who might cross the vehicle’s travel path. 

Algorithms classify the objects as people, bicyclists or animals, predict their travel path and determine the 

vehicle’s speed in relation to them. If a collision is imminent, the system typically alerts the driver and can 

apply the brakes far faster than a human could react. 

The pedestrian autobrake test is the fourth crash avoidance evaluation in the Institute’s quiver of safety 

tests. IIHS began rating front crash prevention systems in 2013, headlights in 2016, and rear crash 

prevention systems in 2018. Under the new program, vehicles rate as basic, advanced or superior, based 



on their ability to avoid or mitigate a crash with pedestrian dummies in three different test track scenarios 

run at different speeds. 

Crash scenarios 

 
The tests address three common pedestrian crash scenarios. 

 
“The first scenario involves an adult pedestrian on the right side of the road entering the street in the path 

of an oncoming vehicle. This is the most common type of crash involving a pedestrian,” explains David 

Aylor, the Institute’s manager of Active Safety Testing. 

“The second test simulates a child darting into the street from behind two parked vehicles. As a dad, I know 

this is every parent’s nightmare,” Aylor says. “The third test scenario replicates an adult walking in the 

vehicle’s travel lane near the edge of the road. The adult’s back is turned away from traffic.” 

Vehicles are scored according to their average speed reductions in five repeated test runs on dry 

pavement. Tests are conducted at 12 mph and 25 mph in the perpendicular adult and child scenarios, and 

at 25 and 37 mph in the parallel adult scenario. 

The four superior-rated and five advanced-rated small SUVs had significant speed reductions in every 

test scenario. That meant the SUVs almost avoided and, in some cases, did avoid striking the 

pedestrian dummies. 

“The best possible outcome is to avoid hitting a pedestrian altogether,” Aylor says. “When a crash is 

unavoidable, sharply reducing a vehicle’s travel speed would give someone on foot a far greater chance of 

surviving any injuries in a similar real-world encounter with a passenger vehicle.” 

 
When seconds count 

 

The most challenging test is the perpendicular child scenario. The 45-inch-tall dummy, which represents 

an average- size 7 year-old, is hidden by a car and an SUV parked on the right side of the road as the test 

vehicle approaches. There is no clear line of sight for the camera until the dummy emerges from behind 

the parked vehicles when the test vehicle is about 2 seconds, or 35 feet, away in the 12 mph test or just 

under 2 seconds, or 65 feet, away in the 25 mph test. When the child dummy enters the travel lane, the 

test vehicle is roughly 1.5 seconds away. 

In the 12 mph perpendicular adult test, the vehicle is about 1 second, or 20 feet, away when the 6-foot-

tall pedestrian dummy enters the travel lane, and in the 25 mph test, the vehicle is about 1 second, or 45 

feet, away when the pedestrian enters the travel lane. 

“It would be hard for human drivers to react quickly enough to brake in time if they didn’t see the 

pedestrian until he or she was already in the road,” Aylor says. 

Only the Forester and RAV4 avoided hitting the dummies in every perpendicular test. The XC40 

avoided the adult dummy in the 12 mph and 25 mph tests and avoided the child dummy in the 12 mph 

test. 

IIHS gives credit in the 37 mph parallel adult test to systems that issue a timely warning (greater than or 

equal to 2.1 seconds time-to-collision), upping the odds of a driver response. The CR-V and Forester are 

the only small SUVs in the group to earn credit for issuing a warning in the parallel adult test before 

automatically braking to mitigate the impact with the dummy. 



The Outlander’s autobrake system mitigated its speed by about 19 mph in the 25 mph parallel adult test 

and by 11 mph in the 12 mph perpendicular child test. The Outlander managed only minimal speed 

reductions in the other tests, despite earning a superior rating for front crash prevention in tests of its ability 

to avoid or mitigate collisions with other vehicles. 

 

The X1, which comes with BMW’s Daytime Pedestrian Detection system, didn’t brake at all in the 37 mph 

parallel adult scenario. The luxury SUV had minimal to no speed reductions in the other tests. In IIHS front 

crash prevention tests, the X1 is rated advanced. 

IIHS has a twofold aim in adding pedestrian crash prevention ratings to its test mix. 

 
“We want to encourage manufacturers to include pedestrian detection capabilities as they equip more of 

their vehicles with automatic emergency braking systems,” Aylor says. “We also want to arm consumers 

with information about these systems so they can make smart choices when shopping for a new vehicle.” 

A 2011 IIHS analysis of 2005–09 crash data estimated that pedestrian detection systems could potentially 

mitigate or prevent up to 65 percent of single-vehicle crashes with pedestrians in the three most common 

crash configurations and 58 percent of pedestrian deaths in these crashes if all vehicles were equipped 

with the systems. 

Roughly two-thirds of front crash prevention systems offered on 2019 models have pedestrian detection 

capabilities. Many of these also can detect and react to bicyclists and, in some cases, animals, although 

IIHS didn’t assess these capabilities. 

 

 
Pedestrian crash prevention ratings 

for 11 small SUVs 

 

 
 

Vehicles rate as basic, advanced or superior, 

based on their ability to avoid or mitigate a crash 

with pedestrian dummies in three different test 

track scenarios run at different speeds. 

The X1, which comes with BMW’s Daytime Pedestrian Detection system, 

didn’t brake at all in the 37 mph parallel adult test, sending the dummy 

airborne. In the other tests, the luxury SUV didn’t slow in time to avoid hitting 

the dummies. 



 
 

 

For more information, go to iihs.org 

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) is an independent, nonprofit scientific and educational organization dedicated to reducing 

the losses — deaths, injuries and property damage — from motor vehicle crashes. IIHS is wholly 

supported by auto insurers. 

 

 

 
NATIONAL 

Pedestrian Deaths Reach Highest Level In 
Decades, Report Says 
February 28, 20198:03 PM ET 

VANESSA ROMO 
 
 

The number of pedestrians killed on U.S. roads last year 

was the highest in 28 years. Using data reported by 

states, the Governors Highway Safety Association 

estimates that 6,227 pedestrians were killed in 2018 ð a 

4 percent hike from 2017 and 35 percent since 2008. 

Charlie Riedel/AP 

Attempting to get to work on foot, walk the dog or 

enjoy a simple after-dinner stroll is becoming an 

increasingly risky activity, according to new estimates 

by the Governors Highway Safety Association, which 

found the number of pedestrian deaths in the U.S. has 
reached a 28-year high. 

A new report by the GHSA determined about 6,227 

pedestrians were killed in motor vehicle crashes in 

2018 ð a 4 percent increase over 2017 and the highest 

mortality rate since 1990. 

 

"While we have made progress reducing fatalities among many other road users in the past decade, pedestrian deaths have 

risen 35 percent" since 2008, Executive Director Jonathan Adkins said in a statement. 

 

"The alarm bells continue to sound on this issue; it's clear we need to fortify our collective efforts to protect pedestrians 

and reverse the trend," Adkins added. 

The nonprofit group, representing highway and safety offices around the country, identified a handful of factors 

contributing to the shift, including the popularity of SUVs and trucks, which are more likely to kill  a human because of 

the size and weight difference. 

 

"[T]he number of sport utility vehicles (SUVs) involved in pedestrian deaths has increased by 50 percent since 2013. By 

comparison, (non-SUV) passenger cars' involvement in pedestrian fatalities increased by 30 percent over the same time 

https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2019-02/FINAL_Pedestrians19.pdf
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/news-releases/pedestrians19
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/14/611116451/fatal-pedestrian-crashes-increasingly-involve-suvs-study-finds


period. Although passenger cars still account for the majority of pedestrian deaths, SUVs ï which generally cause more 

severe pedestrian injuries ï make up an increasingly large percentage of registered vehicles." 

 
Bad behavior in and out of cars is also to blame. The ubiquity of 

smartphones over the past decade "can be a significant source of 

distraction for all road users," said the report. Drivers are also 

paying less attention as they do other things, such as falling 

asleep or speeding. And, in about half of traffic crashes that 

ended in pedestrian fatalities in 2017, either the driver or 
pedestrian or both reportedly were impaired by alcohol. 

There's also the simple fact that population growth naturally 
means more people are on the street. 

"[T]he 10 states with the highest population growth from 2017 to 

2018 ï Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, North Carolina, 

Nevada, South Carolina, Utah, Texas and Washington State ï had 

an overall five percent increase in the number of pedestrian 

fatalities during the first six month of 2018 compared with the 

same period in 2017." 

A survey cited in the analysis estimated the number of Americans 

walking to work climbed about 4 percent between 2007 and 2016. 

The GHSA reports most fatal crashes take place after dark and those nighttime fatalities are rising much faster than deaths 

in daytime. "From 2008 to 2017 the number of nighttime pedestrian fatalities increased by 45 percent, compared to a 
much smaller 11 percent increase in daytime pedestrian fatalities." 

Apparently, the safest place to try to get from one side of the street to another is New Hampshire, according the findings. 

The state reported only one fatality in the first six months of 2018, while New Mexico had the highest rate of pedestrian 
deaths per resident population. (California reported 432 pedestrian fatalities, more than any other state.) 

Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia and Texas accounted for almost half ð 46 percent ð of all deaths. 

"Crossing the street should not be a death sentence," said report author Richard Retting, who suggested improvements to 

road and vehicle design should be more broadly implemented despite their costs. 

 

MAN, WOMAN 
STRUCK BY SUV ON 
MAIN STREET IN 
ENDICOTT 
 
BOB JOSEPH 
 
February 28, 2019 
 
Photo: Bob Joseph/WNBF News 

http://wnbf.com/author/bobjoseph/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/14/611116451/fatal-pedestrian-crashes-increasingly-involve-suvs-study-finds


Endicott police say two pedestrians were hit by a car as they were crossing East Main Street. 

The incident happened around 4:35 p.m. Thursday just west of Arthur Avenue. 

Authorities say a man and woman were struck by a westbound Hyundai sport utility vehicle. 

The man reportedly sustained hip and leg injuries. The woman was said to have a head laceration. 

Both pedestrians were taken to a hospital to be evaluated. Police at the scene were unable to comment 

on the severity of their injuries. 

The driver of the SUV was not hurt. It had not been determined whether any tickets would be issued. 

Both directions of East Main Street were 

closed to traffic between Adams and Arthur 

avenues for a short time. 

The New York State Department of 

Transportation provided traffic control 

assistance. 

 
A vehicle was towed after two pedestrians were 

struck in Endicott on February 28, 2019. (Photo: 

Bob Joseph/WNBF News) 
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Car crash kills 2  in New Orleans  

Susan Miller  

USA TODAY  

New Orleans police were awaiting the results of a blood alcohol test Sunday on a driver 

whose car rammed into bicyclists and pedestrians ï killing two and injuring seven ï just 
blocks from one of the cityôs most extravagant and beloved Mardi Gras parades.  

The suspect was identified as Tashonty Toney, 32, and was believed to have been 

impaired at the time of the incident Saturday night, police spokesman Andy 
Cunningham said in a statement. Toney, who was arrested at the  scene, is the son of 

a New Orleans police officer and his birthday was Saturday, Cunningham said.  

Toney faces two counts of vehicular homicide, seven counts of vehicular negligent 
injury, hit and run and reckless operation, the department tweeted.  



Emergen cy Medical Services spokesman Jonathan Fourcade said a man and a woman, 
both about 30, were killed. Three of the injured were in critical condition, EMS Director 

Emily Nichols told WVUE -TV.  

Witnesses described a speeding sports car that was attempting to p ass another vehicle 
when it swerved into a bike lane and spun out on the median.  

ñI have a drinking problem,ò a police report quoted Toney as saying. ñI should have 

gotten help, Iôm going to jail for a DWI.ò 

Contributing: Associated Press  

 

 

Goodbye, Sidewalk Trees 
  

RONDA KAYSEN 

© Trisha Krauss/The New York Times 

Facing expensive upkeep costs when 

towering trees cause sidewalk hazards, 

some suburban towns opt to uproot 

them entirely.  

Like many New Yorkers who left the city for 

the suburbs, I was drawn to my block, an 

otherwise forgettable street, for its soaring 

sidewalk trees ñ pin oaks, lindens and ash 

ñ that shade it in the summer and stand 

like barren giants in the winter. 

So I was stunned to step outside a few 

weeks ago on a bitter winter afterno on and 

see a line of white Xõs spray-painted across 

their trunks. The next day, my next-door 

neighbor, Stacey Millett, whose home 

shares the corner with a ginkgo whose 

leaves turn golden in the fall, called the town forester and learned that all the trees would be cut down as 

part of a repaving project.  

òALL of them,ó Ms. Millett, 41, who has lived on this block of West Orange, N.J., with her family since 2010, 

texted me. òHe wasnõt kidding.ó 

Look out an apartment window in the city and the trees certainly add color, texture and life to the 

streetscape. But the view is often dominated by the architecture of the skyline and the street life below. In 

http://www.nytimes.com/video?partner=msft_msn


the suburbs, trees play an outsize role, offering not just shade and beauty, but sometimes the richest 

character on a block, particularly one like mine with mostly smaller, unmemorable homes. 

They also improve the environment ñ and property values. A 2009 study in Portland, Ore., found that the 

presence of street trees boosted the sale price of a home by close to $9,000 and reduced its time on the 

market by 1.7 days. 

The years, however, have not been kind to our leafy friends. Over the last decade, the Northeast has lost 

millions of trees to storms, drought and disease, reshaping and reducing the canopy. In one storm alone 

in March 2018, West Orange lost 116 of its roughly 10,000 trees, according to John Linson, the townõs 

forester. 

In the six years that Iõve lived here, I can count a dozen that have died on the square block that circles my 

property. A curve carved in the sidewalk in front of my house is all that remains of a tree that stood in 

front of my home until it died some years ago. Just a few days ago, high winds knocked a tree onto a 

power line a few blocks from my house. 

Despite these losses, I had not expected to lose so many at once. And yet, West Orange is grappling with 

a problem faced by communities around the country. Street trees planted decades ñ and in some cases, a 

century ñ ago were not ideal species for a paved environment and are now large, mature and in need of 

maintenance. With little soil available beneath the sidewalk, roots interfere with drainage systems, and 

buckle concrete. Utility companies aggressively prune tree limbs away from power lines, leaving awkward, 

and potentially unstable, V-shaped trees. 

òWeõve created a system that is not healthy for trees,ó said Mike Brick, the chairman of the West Orange 

Environmental Commission, who suggested that homeowners plant trees in their yards instead, where the 

roots have more space to grow. òIt is a compromised system, at best, and no one paid attention to it.ó 

And so, the iconic Norman Rockwell-style streetscape is fading away. As West Orange replaces sidewalks 

and curbs, it often removes old town -owned trees and plants new species that are more compatible for 

the location, if homeowners request them. òOver the next 20 or 30 years, there wonõt be any tall trees 

where there are overhead wires,ó Mr. Linson said. 

Conservationists espouse maintenance methods that could protect more trees, like permeable sidewalks 

and more careful pruning. While these efforts are often costly for cash-strapped towns, they could 

preserve a resource that cleans particulate matter from the air, absorbs runoff and reduces the heat index. 

òThe benefits to society far outweigh the costsó of higher maintenance, said Robert McDonald, the lead 

scientist for the Global Cities program at the Nature Conservancy. 

West Orange does make some accommodations. Some trees, like those far from utility wires or set back 

from the curb, where their roots are not compromised, may stay. For smaller repaving projects, the trees 

may not be affected at all. If a property owner asks for the tree in front of his or her ho use to be spared, 

the town will try to save it by leaving the existing curbing or using an alternative curb material like a steel 

plate, which is less attractive than the typical Belgian block, but does not require the deep footings that 

cut into root syst ems. The town may also cut the sidewalk out around the trunk or build an incline over 

the roots, or simply leave that portion of the sidewalk unrepaired. But if the tree stays, the homeowner 

would be responsible for the cost of any future sidewalk repairs. 

http://actrees.org/files/Research/donovan_butry.pdf


Repairing a sidewalk is not cheap, costing a homeowner an average of $1,318, according to HomeAdvisor. 

Delaying work could mean tickets from the town, or a lawsuit, if someone trips and falls. 

In 2016, West Orange residents Miriam and Mark Reimer were warned by their homeowner insurance 

company to repair their damaged sidewalk or face a rate hike or a loss of coverage. Soon after, West 

Orange sent them a separate letter, saying that as part of a sidewalk replacement project, the town 

planned to remove the tree in front of their house, along with most of the others on the block of large, 

stately trees. The town would pay to replace the sidewalk. The Reimers didnõt contest the plan (nor did 

their neighbors), and requested that a new tree be planted. 

òIf we hadnõt gotten that letter, maybe we would have chosen to keep some of those treesó on the block, 

said Ms. Reimer, 38, a freelance editor, who described the new look of her street as òbarren.ó 

West Orange removes roughly 300 trees a year, and plants about 100 new ones. òItõs a deficit,ó Mr. Linson 

said. òItõs mainly because people donõt want a treeó in front of their property, and the town will not plant a 

tree a homeowner does not want. Some homeowners see the trees as a nuisance, with leaves that need to 

be raked, roots that may eventually upend sidewalks, and branches that could come crashing down in a 

storm. 

I donõt mind the raking, and I see trees as a gorgeous marker of time. With none in front of my house and 

the prospect of losing the others on the bl ock, I added my name to the request list. Ms. Millett said she 

planned to request two trees, and to ask the town to leave the ginkgo, even though she was told that it 

could eventually damage her driveway. 

But for all the hope for the future a sapling may r epresent, I wonder if I will be here long enough to see 

these new young ones fill out and replenish my block. Instead, I may only get to experience them as 

sparse reminders of the giants that have been lost. 
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Data: Crashes rise where pot is legal  

David Robinson  

Rockland/Westchester Journal News USA TODAY NETWORK  

New Yorkôs recreational marijuana battle sits on the front line of a generational war 

over American cannabis laws. As debate heats up, USA TODAY Network New York is 
compiling answers to key questions abou t legalized cannabis. The findings will be 

updated each week as New York considers joining the 10 states that allow adults to use 

marijuana.  

An Oregon mother is facing prison time for smoking marijuana before a deadly car crash 
that underscored the stakes of New Yorkôs recreational cannabis debate. 

http://pressandsunbulletin.ny.newsmemory.com/
http://pressandsunbulletin.ny.newsmemory.com/?selDate=20190302&editionStart=Press+and+Sun+Bulletin&goTo=A01


Prosecutors accused the 39 -year -old woman of getting high two hours before driving 
her children in a Kia Sportage that slammed head -on into two cars, killing a 52 -year -

old man.  

She pleaded guilty to criminally ne gligent homicide and other charges in Oregon, where 
drugged driving struggles have mounted since it legalized recreational cannabis in 

2014.  

The emotionally charged case navigated  the complex legal challenges plaguing drugged 
driving enforcement across the  country, a critical issue for the growing opposition to 

New Yorkôs marijuana legislation. 

What follows is a review of stoned driving research by authorities in Colorado and 
national roadway safety groups, including the Insurance Institute for Highway Safe ty 

and Governors  Highway Safety Association.  

More marijuana, more crashes  

Motor vehicle crashes are up by as much as 6 percent in Colorado, Nevada, Oregon and 

Washington, compared with neighboring states that havenôt legalized marijuana for 
recreational us e.  

The combined -state analysis is based on collision loss data from January 2012 through 

October 2017.  

ñStates exploring legalizing marijuana should consider this effect on highway safety,ò 
said David Harkey, president of the highway safety group.  

Meanwhil e, the number of fatalities in Colorado where a driver tested positive for any 

cannabinoid (marijuana use) increased to 139 from 55, including crashes that involved 
marijuana alone or its use with other drugs or alcohol.  

As a percentage of all traffic fata lities, this marijuana - related death count nearly 

doubled to 21 percent between 2013 and 2017, according to the Colorado Division of 
Criminal Justice.  

Experts noted, however, that marijuana toxicology testing in Colorado and other states 
is inconclusive be cause THC, the psychoactive component of cannabis, stays in the body 

longer than it impairs driving.  

Marijuana impairment  

Questions about marijuanaôs role in the fatal Oregon crash ignited criticism of the stateôs 
cannabis laws.  

Friends and family accused prosecutors of using imperfect drugged driving laws to set 

a legal precedent for harsh punishment through the woman, who had no prior criminal 
record.  

One issue is Oregon didnôt set marijuana impairment limits for drivers, typically 

determined through urin e and blood testing.  

In contrast, seven other states made  it illegal to drive with amounts of marijuana in the 
body that exceed set limits, similar to drunk driving laws, according to the Governors 

Highway Safety Association.  



Colorado has a unique law that  says drivers with five nanograms of active THC can be 
prosecuted for drugged driving. But, like all other states, Colorado law enforcement 

also bases arrests on observed impairment, according to the stateôs Department of 
Transportation website.  

In additio n to debatable impairment standards, the issue requires further study because 

more drivers in crashes are tested for alcohol than for drugs, according to the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety.  

And when drivers are tested, other drugs are often found i n combination with alcohol, 

which makes it difficult to isolate their separate effects.  

Yet crash data from legal marijuana states indicates their roadways are becoming  less 
safe.  ñDespite the difficulty of isolating the specific effects of marijuana impairment on 

crash risk, the evidence is growing that legalizing its use increases crashes,ò Harkey 

said.  

Public warnings  

ñDrive high, get a DUI.ò 

Thatôs the message of a national ad campaign launched by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration to sp read awareness of the dangers of drugged driving.  

Amid signs of a spike in roadway deaths due to marijuana, opioids and other drugs, the 

agency warned that  drug - impaired driving is a serious threat on American roadways, 
USA TODAY reported.  

About 44 percent  of drivers killed in crashes in 2016 who were tested afterward had 

drugs in their system, according to a Governors Highway Safety Association study. 
Thatôs up from 28 percent a decade prior. 

Further, of the drugged drivers killed in crashes in 2016, more than half tested positive 

for multiple substances.  

The American Automobile Association (AAA) has a similar outreach program highlighting 

marijuanaôs threat to public safety. 

Still, many experts note drunk driving poses a much greater threat, despite gains in 
reducing deaths.  

Every day, almost 30 people in the United States die in drunk -driving crashes, or one 

person every 48 minutes in 2017, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.  

These deaths have fallen by a third in the last three decades, but drunk -driving crashes 

still claim more than 10,000 lives per year.  

In 2010, the most recent year for which cost data is available, the drunk driving deaths 
and damages contributed to a cost of $44 billion.  

Training police, new tech  

Curre ntly, police officers who suspect a driver is marijuana impaired can only test the 

hunch with field sobriety tests.  



Dozens of New York police officers have received specialized training to conduct the 
most rigorous testing, known as drug recognition expert s.More would be added under 

Gov. Andrew Cuomoôs plan to allow recreational cannabis. 

In Colorado, the number of drug recognition experts has increased 66 percent to 
improve drugged driving enforcement, rising to 214 from 129 in 2012. Thousands of 

additiona l officers have been trained in the lesser advanced roadside impairment 
detection program.  

Blood, breath or urine samples could also be taken to determine if a driver is high, but 

such tests can be inaccurate. Those tests also detect if the driver was high  that day or 
week, rather than if they were high while operating the vehicle in that instance.  

A new marijuana breathalyzer that detects motorists smoking pot is hitting the market 

that some experts say could address the issue.  

Other new technology trying to address the issue includes a smartphone app that 

measures reaction time, decision making, hand -eye coordination, time estimation and 
balance.  

It then statistically integrates hundreds of data points into an overall 

impairment  score.  The testing takes ab out two minutes and is called DRUID (an 
acronym for DRiving Under the Influence of Drugs), according to Michael Milburn, the 

founder and creator.  

Milburn said DRUID is currently available and marketed as a tool for marijuana users 
and alcohol drinkers to s elf -assess their own level of impairment and (hopefully) decide 

against driving if they are impaired.  

SE  

LAW 

Uber Not Criminally Liable In Death Of Woman Hit 
By Self-Driving Car, 
Prosecutor Says 
March 6, 20192:49 PM ET 

LAUREL WAMSLEY 
 

A video still from a mounted camera captures 

the moment before a self-driving Uber SUV 

fatally struck a woman in Tempe, Ariz., last 

March. A Yavapai County prosecutor found 

that Uber is not criminally liable for the crash. 

Tempe Police Department /AP 

Updated at 3:15 p.m. ET 

https://www.npr.org/search
https://www.npr.org/sections/law/
https://www.npr.org/people/463234136/laurel-wamsley


An Arizona prosecutor has determined that Uber is not criminally liable in the death of a Tempe woman who 

was struck by a self-driving test car last year. 

 

"After a very thorough review of all the evidence presented, this Office has determined that there is no basis for 

criminal liability for the Uber corporation arising from this matter," the Yavapai County Attorney's Office 

wrote in a letter to the Maricopa County Attorney's Office. Tempe is in Maricopa County, but Yavapai County 

took the case due to a potential conflict of interest. 

 

Elaine Herzberg, 49, was walking a bicycle across the road at night when she was fatally struck by a Volvo 

SUV outfitted with an Uber self-driving system in March 2018. The car had a human operator behind the wheel 

but was in computer control mode at the time of the crash. 

In the six seconds before impact, the self-driving system classified the pedestrian as an unknown object, then as 

a vehicle, and then as a bicycle, a preliminary report from the National Transportation Safety Board explained. 

While the system identified that an emergency braking maneuver was needed to mitigate a collision, the system 

was set up to not activate emergency braking when under computer control. 

 

Instead, the car's system relied on the human operator to intervene as needed. "The system is not designed to 

alert the operator," the report notes. The driver swerved less than a second before the crash and did not brake 

until after impact. 

The Arizona Republic has reported that the driver, 44-year-old Rafaela Vasquez, was streaming the television 

show The Voice in the vehicle in the minutes before the crash. Video from a camera inside the car shows 

Vasquez looking down immediately before the crash, glancing up at the road from time to time. 

 

Vasquez could face charges of manslaughter. The prosecutor's letter recommends expert analysis of the 

collision video that would show what the driver "would or should have seen that night given the vehicle's speed, 

lighting conditions, and other relevant factors." 

Uber, which declined to comment for this story, could still be sued in civil court and be forced to pay damages. 

The government could also potentially pursue criminal charges against managers or employees of Uber. 

Herzberg's family reached a settlement with the company shortly after the crash. Her husband and daughter 

have also sued the city of Tempe, alleging that a brick pathway that crosses the landscaping was designed for 

people to cross at the accident site, the Republic reports. The city has since torn out the pathway. 

 

Bryant Walker Smith, a University of South Carolina law professor whose research focuses on automated 

driving systems, suggests not reading too much into the prosecutor's letter. 

"It's not necessarily exculpatory ð it doesn't exonerate Uber or put the company's conduct then or now beyond 

criticism," he writes in an email to NPR. "And I'm not sure it tells us much about the criminal, much less civil, 

liability of automated driving developers in future incidents." 

Smith says he hopes the NTSB's final report on the crash will illuminate more about the crash. "And I would 

still like to see Uber publicly apologize and explain what specifically went wrong," he says. "Companies should 

earn our trust in part by being candid about their failures as well as their successes." 

 

 

https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/HWY18MH010-prelim.pdf


 

 


